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SPEAKING NOTES FOR MEC SM MLAMLELI 

FREE STATE WOMEN’S BUILD 2015 

01 SEPTEMBER 2015 

THANDANANI VILLAGE, THABONG, WELKOM 

 

Baahi ba Thandanani Dumelang 

Honourable Deputy Minister Zou Kota-Fredericks 

Members of the Executive Council  

Executive Mayor and Councillors 

Contractors 

Stakeholders 

Community of Ward 25, Thandanani (2010) 

Honoured guests, ladies and gentlemen 
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Dumelang 

 

We are gathered here today to relieve the commitment, the 

determination and steadfastness portrayed by the heroes of 1956, the 

women who participated in the never to be forgotten 1956 Women’s 

March. Together with their leaders, bomme, o-mama, Lillian Ngoyi, 

Helen Joseph, Rahima Moosa and Sophie Williams De Bruyn; ordinary 

women stood up and walked against pass laws. Their unity of purpose 

and oneness of spirit fortified their feminine determination against a life 

threatening situation. Literally, they could have been killed. 

 

Our gathering seeks to honour and salute them for the brave step they 

took. Not only do we honour them today, but we also express our 

commitment to walk in their steps of creating a better life for all. 

 

Our programme, which today seals the government’s Women’s Month 

Programme, targets women empowerment through government housing 

construction. 

 

The Build is a National Human Settlements Programme meant to build 

homes for targeted beneficiaries such as the disabled, child-headed 

households, the elderly, women and people who are in general dire and 

urgent need for homes. 

 

With the main target being women in need, the programme is part of the 

Women’s Month Programme and targets overall women empowerment 

where women contractors and volunteers are sought to participate in the 

construction of these houses. 
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Benefits derived through this programme include economic 

opportunities, job creation, and skills development for volunteers who 

are trained in various construction skills and mainly, families who, after 

the built, will have homes. This is a programme with multiple goals and 

benefits. 

 

In Thandanani the houses handed over were built by women 

contractors. Houses built are part of the 1956 Houses Programme of the 

Department of Human Settlements which commemorates the women of 

the 1956 Women’s March but also seeks to ensure women 

empowerment in the construction industry. Government lives to its word. 

 

We are proud to say that the Free State has one of the highest numbers 

of women contractors. These women have made us very proud. They 

have learned a trade that was initially perceived as only for men. 

Through determination and persistence, they have made it in that world. 

Some of these have been innovative and broken the boundaries of our 

confines - using sandstone brick to make our people proud of their 

homes; building different designs that have seen our streets transformed 

into homes meant to distinguish, to emphasise individuality - houses that 

stand out. 

 

Women’s Built projects are intended to be undertaken in a manner that 

complements existing initiatives thereby avoiding duplication and 

accelerating the pace of housing delivery. The ultimate objective is to 

provide shelter, security, comfort and appreciation of the housing unit. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, the success of this year’s Women’s Build, just as 

any government empowerment programme targeting communities, 

depends on the active participation of our communities jointly with 

government. We need to encourage our children to explore these once 

reserved industries or careers throughout their value chain. We need to 

do our part in ensuring that, that which the government has committed to 

provide is cherished and cared for. 

 

Let these houses, all 1956 of the in both Welkom and Brandford, be a 

gift we will cherish and take care of for all our descendents well into the 

future. Our descendents must look at us with pride and appreciate the 

fact that this government has indeed created a better life for all, a life out 

of shacks and houses that deprived us of our dignity. 

 

To all women contractors, we thank you for your commitment and being 

shining examples. The Women of 1956 are certainly proud that you took 

the baton, and without looking back, made their dreams and hope a 

reality for many Free State women, their families and children. 

 

Amandla! 

 

Wathint'a bafazi! Wathin’imbokodo! 

 

Amandla! 

 

I thank you. 

 


